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Commodore’s 
Comments 

Walter Crawford, Commodore, 2016 

 

The Bay Yacht Club has provided 

plenty of entertainment in the first few 

months of 2016.  The Installation 

Banquet was attended by nearly all 

Members, and everyone had a 

wonderful time.  We had a great turnout 

for the Frostbite Cruise to Port Aransas 

and dinner at Finns.  BYC hosted the 

MORF Annual Membership Party.  The 

10
th

 Annual Mardi Gras Dinner/Party 

was a record setting huge hit for all.  

The Valentine Party was another 

successful tribute to our lovely spouses. 

The Cruise to Conn Brown Harbor - 

Redfish Willies in Aransas Pass and 

dinner at Redfish Willie’s Waterfront 

Grill was enjoyed by all that made the 

trip.   

 

In March, we had the Carnival Party, 

with games, clowns, a snake charmer, 

fortune teller, ringmaster, lion tamer and 

more.  The Hollywood Party was a 

smashing hit, the costumes great, and 

everyone was able to figure out their 

assigned celebrity - well I had a little 

help.  The Trivia Questions sorted out 

those who watch all the old movies, and 

can actually remember them, and the 

characters in them.  

  

The education program “Sharing the 

Road” with guest speakers from the Port 

of Corpus Christi Tugboats had a nice 

turn out and so much was learned about 

yours and their rights on the water and 

the significance of the risks involved 

while traveling in the ship channel and 

Intercostal Water Ways.  About Boating 

Safety (US Coast Guard class) was also 

well attended.  The Annual Meeting was 

“crowded out” by the Buc Days 

Carnival, and rescheduled.  The cruise 

to Flato Cut was a great time for those 

that took the weather chance. 

   

Intro to Sailboat Racing in Corpus 

Christi Bay provided an opportunity for 

anyone interested in racing to get their 

feet wet.  And Racing on Corpus Christi 

Bay is off to a nice start.  The MORF 

Frostbite Series, Denis Tor Regatta, the 

CCYC Port A Race, and Ladies Race 

returning have each provided 

opportunities to polish our racing skills 

before the first BYC Series Race on 

April 30.  

 

Almost every weekend there isn’t a 

special party, cruise, or other major 

activity scheduled, we are entertained 

with wonderful dinners and great 

friends to enjoy them with.  The Game 

night with Poker and various other 

games will continue to provide 

entertainment every other week. 

  

In May we will have the Kentucky 

Derby Party, the Lighthouse Regatta 

and Cruise to Rockport, Marine 

Communication class, a Cruise to 

Spinnaker Hole, and the Annual 

Membership Meeting on May 21.  The 

Bay Yacht Club is thriving, and the 

Committees are all in place making it 

happen.   Thanks to all the committee 

chairs, dinner chefs, and everyone that 

is making the Bay Yacht Club enjoyable 

for all.  Don’t miss out on all the 

excitement.   I hope to see everyone on 

the water, at the Club, and at each cruise 

destination.  

  

Cheers, 

Walter Crawford 

The Bowsprit 
Bay Yacht Club, Corpus Christi, Texas 

  

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/
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Kentucky Derby Party 

Jacque Potts, Social Committee 

ven though you call 

yourself a seafarer… 

 

I’m betting that on the first Saturday of 

every May you’re land-locked 

somewhere watching “the most exciting 

two minutes in sports”.  And if you find 

yourself in port on Saturday, May 7
th

, 

come join the Bay Yacht Club and 16 

million spectators as we celebrate the 

142
nd

 running of the Kentucky Derby.  

We’ll be cheering twenty horses as they 

compete for the title of “Derby 

Winner”.  Winners are draped in a 

garland of 400 roses and receive a solid 

gold trophy. 

Since it’s always a grand affair, bring 

out your best derby attire!  Ladies wear 

spring dresses or pastel-colored clothes 

that coordinate with 

a hat.  Did you 

know that wearing a 

hat to the Kentucky 

Derby is believed to 

bring good luck? 

Generally speaking, 

the hats are wide-

brimmed and 

“Southern Belle” 

inspired. They can be decorated with 

flowers, feathers, bows and ribbons of 

any color. 

Men wear sun-drenched, tropical colors 

in bold stripes or busy plaid and bright 

pastels (we’re talking colors like Key 

Lime, Ocean, Bermuda Pink, and 

Citron).  Most will wear a necktie, but a 

bow tie is always a great option.  Any 

shoes will work as long as you don’t 

wear socks.  Top it all off with a fedora 

or bowler hat inspired by the style from 

the 1920s.  

Don’t be late!  The betting window 

opens at 4:00 and closes at 5:15 because 

the race begins at 5:35 pm.  Festivities 

center around mint juleps and sweet tea, 

Kentucky delectables, prizes for best 

hats and bowties, an auction and our 

very own thoroughbred horse race. 

See y’all at the races. 

Membership Rosters 
Jerry Vaughn assembles the annual 

membership roster and sees to its 

printing. 

Jerry maintains a running copy of the 

roster as he is told of membership, 

address or phone number changes 

throughout the year.  He also maintains 

a separate file showing only the changes 

since the most recent directory printing. 

Members are requested to let Jerry 

know of changes to any part of the 

information about you in the printed 

roster.  Send updates and revisions to 

Jerry at tx7777@gmail.com.   

A few members do not have email 

addresses in the roster.  If this is an 

oversight, please send Jerry your email 

address so you can be kept up to date on 

what is happening in the Club. 

If any member wants an up-to-date copy 

of the roster or of the changes file, let 

Jerry know and your preferred format; 

Word Doc or PDF. 

 

E 

 

Classic Mint Julip 

To make 1 tall drink 

 

Recipe guaranteed by your editor to 

be perfect, based on extensive field 

research and testing while stationed 

the U. S. Naval Ordnance Station, 

Louisville, KY from 1973 to 1975. 

 

1½ tsp confectioner’s sugar 

Fresh mint:  6 leaves plus 2 or 3 

sprigs 

Dash cold water 

1 to 1½ cups shaved or crushed ice 

4 ounces Kentucky bourbon 

2 slices lemon 

¼ tsp confectioner’s sugar 

Drinking straw 

8 oz. silver julep mug or highball 

glass 

 

Place 1½ tsp sugar, mint leaves and 

dash of cold water in the mug.  

Muddle the mint until it is well 

crushed and sugar dissolved.  Fill 

mug with shaved ice, firmly packed.  

Add bourbon.  With a long handled 

spoon, use a chopping motion to mix 

bourbon, ice, mint and sugar 

solution.  “Plant” the mint sprigs in 

the ice and lightly dust with 

remaining sugar.  Garnish with slices 

of lemon.  Allow the silver mug to 

frost.  Enjoy! 

 

 

mailto:tx7777@gmail.com
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BYC Racing on the Bay 

Larry Frank 
Race Chairman 

By the time you are reading this, the 

first one-third of 2016 will be over.  It is 

unbelievable how fast time goes by.  

There already have been five sailboat 

races that BYC members were eligible 

to participate in.  I am doing a little 

catch up this month and I won’t go over 

all of them however on the weekend of 

April 16 & 17 CCYC held their annual 

Port A and Ladies Day Regatta.  The 

event is a point to point race to and from 

Port A.  On Sunday a lady must drive 

the boat in order to enter the race.  All 

BYC sailboats that participated brought 

home trophies.  These included 5
th

 

Landing (Samo), Thresher (Weakley) 

and WindSwept (Frank).  The Wilsons 

cruised their Defever 55 Hank to Port A 

also.  Yes there was a cruising class.  

 

The next race is the BYC Race Series 

Race 1 which is scheduled for April 

30
th

.  I have sent out notices about this 

race previously however all you need to 

know to enter is to show up at BYC no 

later than 9:00 AM the day of the race.  

This will be a pursuit start race with the 

first start at 11 AM.  These are really 

low pressure fun races and are tailored 

to include everything from a fast sport 

boat to a live-aboard.  You will be 

competing against similar boats.  Come 

on down and give it a try! 

 

RYC has their annual Lighthouse 

Regatta scheduled for May 14
th

.  This is 

another very low key fun event. I have 

not seen the NOR yet, but typically the 

event starts around noon in front of the 

Lighthouse in the Lydia Ann Channel 

and ends in front of RYC.  After the 

race RYC has a dinner followed by a 

band and dancing.  You can cruise to 

this event too.  I will send out more 

information using the members blast 

when I receive it. 

 

I want to give credit to those who have 

agreed to assist on the RC this year.  

They include Doug Weakley, Rick Bell, 

Joe Sircely and Harry Armenia. 

 

Boat Delivery:  Isla Mujeres to Port Aransas  

Jim Robertson 

I recently flew to Cancun for purposes of 

helping John and Mindy Files  bring 

RAVEN, their Comar Comet 12 (42’) 

sailboat back to Port Aransas.  After a 

bus ride from the airport, the Ultramar 

ferry delivered me and a boatload of 

tourists from Gran Porto, Cancun to the 

island.  I had not been to Isla Mujeres in 

over 10 years and was astounded at the 

change.  The sleepy little place you may 

remember is no more.  Mucho tourists 

and traffic. 

RAVEN was moored at the El Milagro 

Beach Hotel and Marina, a first class 

operation just a brief stroll from the ferry 

landing. 

 

The day prior to departure was filled with 

last minute boat preps and clearing with 

customs and the port captain.  This 

process was greatly facilitated by the 

marina manager who helped with the 

paperwork, necessary document copies 

and arranged for the officials to come to 

the marina.  This saved us a lot of time 

running around the island to all the 

correct government offices. 

Departure on Thursday April 14 was 

delayed until after 1000 for an ice 

delivery and because the marina store 

wouldn’t sell beer before then.  With that 

bit of mandatory provisioning taken care 

of, and last minute goodbyes to the other 

cruisers at the marina, we were 

underway.  RAVEN, with John at the 

helm, did a pirouette around the stern of a 

very large boat moored next to us.  A 

good push from Dan Bond’s dinghy 

helped her get free from a gentle 

grounding on a known shallow spot in 

the marina fairway.  Dan, his wife Marty 

and children Ray and Dale, were headed 

to Guatemala for boat work on their 

catamaran with plans to be home in Port 

Aransas before hurricane season.   

RAVEN was clear of the harbor by 1100 

and beam reaching north across the 

Caribbean Sea in the direction of Isla 

Contoy which we left to port about noon-

thirty.  

Our fourth 

crew member 

was Mindy’s 

cat Gracie.   

 

Mid-afternoon, a swallow flew aboard  in 

search of a place to rest. The swallow 

found a perch on a bookshelf above the 

settee on which I was napping.  Next 

thing I know, Gracie is using my tummy 

as a step-stool to reach the swallow. For a 

quarter hour I was the Maginot Line 

between cat and bird.  Gracie eventually 

declared a cease fire and decided to leave 

the swallow alone, which the bird and I 

sincerely appreciated. 

By 1400 the lighthouse on Cabo Catoche, 

the NE cape of the Yucatan Peninsula, 

was 10 nautical miles southwest. We 

were entering the Gulf of Mexico, on 

port tack, running downwind at 7 kts.  As 

the wind built we put a single reef in the 

main.  Because of the sea state, Mindy 

declared a change in the dinner menu 

from spaghetti to fresh avocado slices 

and chicken salad sandwiches.  Good 

choice. 

The wind subsided during the night and 

during John’s watch he tired of the jib 

slating and rolled it up.  Its contribution 

to noise was disproportionate to any 

assist in forward motion.  

I had the morning watch Friday and 

enjoyed a glorious sunrise.  Mindy 

served French toast, scrambled eggs and 

pineapple juice for breakfast.  Easy 

downwind sailing all day in 10 to 15 kts 

wind on the starboard quarter with polled 

out jib.  We ticked off 180 nautical miles 
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between noon Thursday and noon Friday.  

Late Friday afternoon the wind decreased 

significantly.  As the batteries needed 

charging, we dropped sails and fired up 

the diesel.  Happy hour and steaks on the 

grill ended a perfect day. 

We motored until 0500 Saturday morning 

when, in response to increasing wind, we 

put up the main with a single reef and 

rolled out about 2/3 of the jib. 

We were in email communication with 

Bob Jack via a DeLorme inReach 

satellite communicator I borrowed from 

Cliff Bost.  Bob was tracking our 

progress and providing periodic weather 

updates.  He told us to anticipate the 

wind building Saturday and reaching 20-

25 knots by early Sunday morning.  He 

was right! 

At 1300 Saturday, we were 200 nautical 

miles north of Progresso, a seaport on the 

NW corner of the Yucatan Peninsula.  A 

cattle egret flew around the boat and 

made a few tentative attempts at landing.  

Of all the critters I might have expected 

to see on this trip, a cattle egret 200 miles 

offshore wasn’t on the list. 

Late afternoon, the wind increased from a 

moderate to a strong breeze.  By my 

estimate, Beaufort force 6 with gusts in 

the force 7 range.  The waves and 

whitecaps were impressive. With 

considerable effort, we got a third reef in 

the mainsail and rolled up the jib until 

less than 1/3 of it was out.  RAVEN was 

on course and making 8 to 9 knots 

toward her destination.  Beef stew and 

crackers hit the spot for supper.  Gracie 

retired to her travel kennel for the 

evening.  We howled along in this wind 

most of the night, the boat taking the 

large waves from astern nicely. 

By dawn Sunday the wind had abated to 

force 3 but the swells that built up during 

the night didn’t settle down much.  At 

0730, we were 300 nm from Port A. 

Weather message from Bob predicted 15 

– 25 all along the course with 70% 

chance of thunderstorms Monday and 

Tuesday as we approached the Texas 

coast.  We left the deep reef in the main 

to ease the strain on the autopilot.  Mindy 

served tortillas with scrambled eggs, 

leftover thinly sliced steak, cheese and 

avocado for lunch.  A few of those last 

minute Isla Mujeres cervezas were also 

consumed.  

Sunday evening we examined our 

projected track.  We had been on a 

starboard tack since Friday morning with 

a persistent ESE to SE wind that made it 

difficult to sail much lower than 320⁰ 
whereas the rhumb line from our 

departure at Cabo Catoche to Port 

Aransas was 302⁰.  On our present 

course, we were lined up for landfall at 

Freeport.  Bob’s messages didn’t predict 

any change in wind direction.  About 

1800 we jibed to port and headed west to 

get south of the rhumb line.  We 

anticipated a jibe to starboard mid-day 

Monday on a course to nail the Port 

Aransas jetty Tuesday.  

Thirty minutes or so after our jibe and 

course change, Bob sent a message 

urging us to get south of the rhumb line 

and stay there.  Bad weather, the storm 

system that flooded Houston, was to the 

north.  

We reached west all night under furled 

main and jib.  The planet Jupiter was 

clearly visible next to the moon at zenith.  

At 0400 Monday there was lightening all 

around but no wind. We rolled up the jib, 

started the engine and put all portable 

electronics in the oven for faraday cage 

lightening protection.  [Rhetorical 

question: How does one put the autopilot 

control module, arguably the most 

important “crewmember” for a long 

passage, in the oven?  And what happens 

to the autopilot in a lightning strike?] 

Intermittent rain from 0530 to 0700 

Monday.  Sunrise made the world an 

easier place to see.  Overcast and cloudy.   

The wind returned after the thunderstorm 

passed.  Sails out and engine off. 

A severe squall hit us at noon; wind and 

horizontal rain.  We ran under bare poles 

for perhaps thirty minutes with the 

engine assisting steering.  After the storm 

passed and we collected ourselves, we 

discovered we were far enough west to 

jibe back on starboard and sail toward 

Port Aransas.  Our major course change 

the previous afternoon proved correct.  

Despite the rain and bad weather, we 

were where we planned to be at mid-day 

Monday.  We jibed to starboard and set a 

course for the Port A jetty.  

Cautious of more thunder storms, and the 

batteries needing a charge, we left the 

engine on 

and motor 

sailed with 

the jib at 6 

knots in 

very 

confused 

seas.  Bob 

sent 

messages 

Monday 

afternoon 

and 

evening 

reporting thunderstorms all over south 

Texas and the coast.  We were not 

looking forward to the night!  Then at 

2300 he advised  the storms had all 

cleared except for a stationary storm in 

Brownsville.  This was very welcome 

news. 

We continued to motor sail with the jib 

all night, with a light wind dead astern.   

Tuesday morning, as we neared Port 

Aransas, the wind shifted to the north.  

We raised the main and sailed to the 

jetties which we entered at 1315. 

Tied up at the Port Aransas marina and 

experienced the obligatory inspection by 

officials from US Customs.  Five armed 

men in tactical gear dispatched to inspect 

and clear a 40 foot sailboat! 

Gracie was enjoying a cat nap and 

unavailable for comment. 

Home safely.  Great trip. 
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Bryan Gulley, DDS 

Jesus Gomez, DDS 

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 

Dental Implant Center 

6421 Saratoga Blvd, Building 101 

Corpus Christi, TX 78414 

361-992-3873 

info@bryangulley.com  

www.bryangulley.com 

 

 

Simply Southern Retrievers 

Amy Dittus, 

Owner and Trainer 

361-944-5687 

SimplySouthernRetrievers@yahoo.com 

 

Events This Month 
 

Saturday April 30: 

 BYC Series 1 Race 9:00 
a.m. 

Thursday May 5: 

 Game night, 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday May 7: 

 Kentucky Derby Social, 
4:00 p.m. 

Thursday May 12: 

 Game night, 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday/Sunday May 15/16: 

 RYC Lighthouse 
Regatta/Cruise to 
Rockport. 

Saturday May 21: 

 Marine 
Communications, Part 1 

 General Membership 
Meeting and dinner. 

Thursday May 26: 

 Game night, 6:00 p.m. 

Friday May 27 

 Dinner 

Memorial Weekend May 28 – 30 

 Cruise to Spinnaker Hole 

Saturday June 4: 

 Dinner 

mailto:info@bryangulley.com
http://www.bryangulley.com/
SimplySouthernRetrievers@yahoo.com

